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Casey’s 


comic opera 


K William Casey’s timing couldn’t be worse 
Just when people all over the world are blasting 
the Soviet Union’s close-mouthed response to 
the Chernobyl disaster, the director of the Cen- 
tral I ntellige nce Agency is trying to silenceWe 
Amenumiews media. 

Last week, the peripatetic Casey, who has 
m f. ta Polygraph he didn’t like, threaten- 
ed tn® editors and publishers of several maior 
publications with prosecution because thev 
pnn ,ed classified information leaked to them 
for that purpose by the Reagan administration 
Casey would make a wonderful character in a 
comic opera about a totalitarian bureaucracy. 
^jj^ r ®^re Gilbert and Sullivan now that we 

Unfortunately, Casey was serious when he 
told officials of The Washington Post, The New 
York Times, The Washington Times, Time 
magazine and Newsweek magazine that he 
might prosecute them under a 1950 statute for- 
bidding publication of “classified” information 
about codes, ciphers and communications in- 
telligence activities. 

Casey is in a snit about stories describing how 
the National Security Agency broke the Libyan 
codes and gave President Reagan the “smok- 
S'" 1 he needed to justify the U.S. bombing 
“J/jbya. 11)686 l tories Came straight from the 
White House, which was' trading secret s for 
political gain. 


If media officials are to be prosecuted Casev 

ssfisSs 

secretary Caspar Weinberger and other 
defense officials who told the world how 
Americans broke the Libyan code and how 
American bombers made tneir raid on Tripoli 
n didn’t know abouUhe 

bre ^f ang “Pahility. lliey’ve been 
hying to counteract our electronic and com- 
mumcations intelligence equipment for years 
Hmjver, they might not 1,4 tSS, 
tte efficiency of the U S. night bombing season, 

jail ° r tbat ’ Casey wants to send newsmen to 

n „te' ^^/eportediy attempted to prevent 
publication of an upcoming Washington Post 
news story about the sate ofUS defend 
secrets to the Soviets by RonSd W PdR 
former communications specialist for the Na- 

capabilities. damaged u s - intelligence 

Obviously, the Soviets already know what 
they got from Pelton. Apparently Casey 
desperate to prevent the American public lom 

iSSaio We “' What S Classic 
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